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Paper 17: INDIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SINCE 1947 - I

Course Description 

Using appropriate analytical frameworks, this course reviews major trends in economic 
indicators and policy debates in India in the post-Independence period, with particular emphasis 
on paradigm shifts and turning points.  

Course Outline 

1. Economic Development since Independence 
Major features of the economy at independence; growth and development under different policy 
regimes—goals, constraints, institutions and policy framework; an assessment of performance—
sustainability and regional contrasts; structural change, savings and investment. 

2. Population and Human Development 
Demographic trends and issues; education; health and malnutrition. 

3. Growth and Distribution 
Trends and policies in poverty;  inequality and unemployment. 

4. International Comparisons

Readings:

1. Jean Dreze and Amartya Sen, India: Development and Participation, Oxford University 
Press, 2nd edition, 2002. 
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11. T. Dyson, 2008, “India’s Demographic Transition and its Consequences for 
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12. Kaushik Basu, 2009, “China and India: Idiosyncratic Paths to High Growth”, Economic
and Political Weekly, September. 

13. K. James, 2008, “Glorifying Malthus: Current Debate on Demographic Dividend in 
India”, Economic and Political Weekly, June. 
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Journal of Development Studies.
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